grad meant. But as soon as the hope arose that another train,
just one more,- would succeed in getting through, the last
perhaps, cars were assigned from it for the All-Union Institute
of Plant Industry and its collections.
The train started off, but soon stopped again and the
passengers were informed that they could go home as it was
not certain when the train could leave. Eichfeld got out of
the freight car in which he was riding; he had refused the
privilege of travelling in a passenger car. The Institute's
property had been loaded in open railway trucks, which
had been dubbed "wherries." The men took turns in guarding
these wherries. The train never got further than Rybatskoye,
a station only a few kilometres from Leningrad.
The nights were already dark and the cold set in early.
The enemy was fighting his way to Tikhvin. Famine started
in the besieged enormous city. Incendiary bombs rained
on the roof of the Institute. On hearing the "alert" the labo-
ratory assistants and Doctors of Science dashed up the steep
stairs to the attic to save the building.
More and more people arrived to stay at the Institute,
among them the staff of the Institute's station at Pushkin,
outside of Leningrad. Yevdokia Palmova left the Pushkin
station only in a summer frock, but carrying bags containing
specimens of her experimental crops. A. Y. Kanieras lugged
on his shoulders sacks containing specimens of the potato
collection.
The staff of the Institute of Plant Industry and that
of the All-Union Institute for the Protection of Plants, which
occupied the same building, lived together.
The massive, brick building was as icy as a cellar,
The scientists, their fingers stiff with cold, opened the packets
containing the seeds from the world collection in order ttf
divide the specimens in duplicate packets.
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